Cheyenne T High Plains Audubon Society

Chartered by the National Audubon Society since 1974

Serving southeastern Wyoming Audubon members

March April May 2010

Officers and Committee Chairs:
John Corneliso®resident
634-1075 jcornelison@bresnan.net

Programs are hel8l Tuesdays, SeptembeNovember and January
April beginning at7 p.m. at theLaramie County Public Library,

Chuck Seniawski, interirwice-president, 2200 Pioneer Ave. Please bring your friends and any interesting bird observations to
6386519, CHUCKSKI@aol.com share. Programs are free and open to all ages, members amemirers. Contact

Paul BeckerTreasurer, 6341998

Open Secretary Mark Gorges, 6390463.

Art Anderson, Field Trips, Import.Bird Areas

6381286 Mar.lGéRichard Gil bert, AFEl T tt
Pat Becker, Can Recycling - - e 3 Cottonwood RoonCheyenne
6341998 Audubon member Richard Gilbert

Barb Gorges, Publicity, Newsletter . . . .
%34-0463,bg):)rges4@msn.com enjgyed five lengthy business trips

Mark Gorges, Programs,
634-0463,mgorges@juno.com

' . . With camera at eye he cap-
Greg Johnson, Bird Compiler, Checklist

6341056, gjohnson@wesinc.com - tured images unique to each. When
John Naylor, Membership birds came within focus they were

6354220, johnnaylor@bresnan.net shot on film. Richard exhibits his phOtOS in local art shaedd Eagle by Richard
Chuck Seniawski, Webmaster, Audubdffyoming Gilbert
board member i [ ' invi
6386519, CHUCKSKI@aol.com ***Winners of the Audubon Award at LCSD#1 Science Fair are invited.***

Audubon Wyoming office , 307454848

Apr.200 Bo b Henry, AA Naturalis

"Natural Areaso
Cottonwood RoonCity of Fort Collins Volun-
teer Master Naturalist Bob Henry will introduce
the Ft. Collins Natural Areas Program, which

* NATURAL AREA -+ manages over 40 areas with a total of over
_— o\ Wlemm 32, 000 acres. These- ar e

S stamp0 parcels throughc
Send $12 and your name and ma " -opened Soapstone Prairie Natural Area
ing address to the chapter. Include your e P P i u '

mail address to get your newsletter digitally Bob will discuss the history and current status of the natural areas, birding the
to save resources and see the photos in cploatural areas, the Mountaitts-Plains Laramie Foothills Project, the Soapstone Prairie
All chapter memberships expire Sept. 1. | on the Colorado/Wyoming border, and the discovery and significance of the Linden-
If you would like to join the Na- meier Sitef a premier Paledndian cultural site dating back over 11,000 years te Ice

tional Audubon Society, send $20 to NAS, Age North America.

PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142
6714. Add the code Z53 and the $20 will kg
returned to CHPAS.

The CHPAS Flyer is published quarterly
(September, December, March and June)| |
with monthly postcard updates as a benefjt®
chapter membership. Submissions are we
come.

Please become a CHPAS member

_ _ May 148 Big Day Bird Count Potluck
Cheyenne -High Plains Audubon Soc.

e o I f you havendt explore
Cheyenne, WY 82003 -2502 CHILDREN S | yet (across the parking lot from the Cheyenne Botanic
http://org.lonetree.com/audubon s . VILLAGE Gardens greenhouse), this will be an excellent opportu-

nity. All the water features should be on.
This is also a chance to warm up for the next
Wyobirds e -list - Subscribe, postand/or | day 6s Bi g Day Bird Count and visit wit

read interesting sightings: http:// Please bring a main dish, salad or dessert to share and your own beverage.
HOME.EASE.LSOFT.COM/ archives/, While we will have extra paper plates, consider bringing your own tableware from
click on Wyobirds. home. Contact: Mark Gorges, 68463.
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Presi dent 6s Message

By John Cornelison, CHPAS president chapter members. Also, our monthly board of directors meetings
| want to take just a moment to remember the late J.Gire always open to our members. The board meets the fourth
Reed of Cheyenne. Those of you in the education profession msday of each month at my house. Please drop by whenever
have known J.O. for his service in the schools. | met J.O. wheyou can.
we first formed this chapter and he became one of the original The board has just voted to donate $1,000. to Audubon
members. That was a long time ago. He was active in the chagptgoming, the Audubon state office in Laramie. We feel the state
for many years and contributed much to our community as welfffice does provide support to the chapters and we need to recip-
as our chapter. His wife predeceased him. rocate.

We have had great turnouts for our most recent meetings  Thanks to Mark Gorges for the programs. If you have
and that is encouraging. Interest in both the pine beetle and saagisubject you believe would be a good program for the chapter,
impact meetings was high. Our monthly meetings are public gsldas contact Mark.
we had a lot of public participation from people who are not

Chapter elections May 14 - volunteers Jan. 30: Cheyenne IBA survey slow

needed With much of the water in S
This year has been John pGupedoetwhilesrepaid seresuederavay,dhere was soeopgen wa-

tive term as chapter president and so nominations for presidetdr and thus no gathering of waterfowl to be counted for the Im-

are being accepted for the 2010 term of office. Nominations portant Bird Area survey there.

will also be accepted for all other officer positions. At the Wyoming Hereford Ranch we took the nature
Volunteers are needed as committee chairs or commitieafter finishing the IBA survey and were delighted to find a

members, especially the Education and Conservation commitBresvn Creeper that gave everyone a good look at it.

Please contact John, 63875, if you can be of help.

More Audubon Award judges welcome  Great Backyard Bird Count 2010 records
As the chapter has done for over 20 years, we will be As of Feb. 26, Cheyenne birders had posted 20 check-

presenting one Audubon Award to one winning entrant at eaqikts of observations, with 27 species, for the GBBC held Feb. 12
grade level, 4th 6th, at the Laramie County School District #1 15 The next most prolific city was Casper with 19 checklists

Science Fair March 13 at Storey Gym, Cheyenne. but 30 species.

We still have room if you would like to be part of a two The species to show up most often on Wyoming check-
person judging team interviewing 3 or 4 students with projectsfigtls were House Sparrow (72), House Finch (58), Reard
the environmental and natural science categories. \edkighs 5, (52), Blachilled Magpie (47) and American Crow (43).
without children present begin at 8 a.m., coffee and doughnuts The top species in Wyoming for total numbers were

provided. Generally, we are finished about 10:30 a.m. Pleaseéé‘ﬂada Goose (4201), Mallard (1562), House Sparrow (1447),

Barb Gorges, 630463, 1 f youod |ike & el RSsy Finch (1198), European Starling (931) and
e ) ) American Goldfinch (903).
Sage Grouse trip April 17 So far, in Wyoming 169 checklists (up from 151 last

» . . year) were submitted from 33 towns, two national parks and Bu-
With Laramie Audubon reau of Reclamation land, listing a total of 79 species and 15,010
Visit a Sage Grouse lek beforéndividual birds. The deadline for submitting data was Mar. 1.

dawn with Laramie Audubon. Contact To see all the lists and maps of results, go to
www.birdcount.org

Vicki Henry,vickishehrv@qmail.cor,n . From the Cornel | Asoafeb. a4 Or n
for more informathear| Wedllobavenhdekpi $¢ss have ¢
| in our April Postcard Update. coming in. So far, the Northern Cardinal is the megtorted bird
across the U.S. and Canada, as it has been for the previous five
. . . years.
Feb. 27 field trip: southern respite AiThe American Crow is highe

We headed south looking for open water, arriving at reported birds (number 3 right now) than it has been since the
Fossil Creek Reservoir, a half mile west of the Windsor exit West Nile virus appeared in North America and took such a toll
south of Ft. Collins, only to find it was on the far side. But we @i this species.
see the last of the wintering Bald Eagles and a pair of kestrels. iAnot her American Robin roo
Our second stop was the Ft. Collins Natural Areas west of thbirds hagaken up residence near Saint Petersburg, Florida, push-
Prospect St. exit. A good day for chickadees and flickers, plusng the city (and the state) to number one for reporting the most
Common Goldeneye in the Poudre and a Belted Kingfisher flirds so far.
ing over. fi T h e -watéhingdbug bit hard in Tennessee this year

A detailed map of Ft. Collins Natural Areas is availablnd for the first time ever in the GBBC the state has broken into
in Cheyenne at the Bureau of Land Management front desk, 3883op ten for most checklists submitted (as of today) and has
Yellowstone, or checlwvww.fcgov.com/naturalareas already set a new state record!
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Field trips are free and open to anyone interested in birds. Please call trip leaders if you need more infor
about length of time, distance, carpooling, what to bring and what to expect.

Mar. 27 - Grayrocks-Ft. Laramie Waterfowl Watching

Wed | | |l eave from the Cheyenne Bot .
Grayrocks Reservoir outside of Wheatland. Jane Dorn will meet us there at the first
ramp at 9 a.m. Our itinerary may include Guernsey State Park, Ft. Laramie Nationa
toric Site, Rawhide and Table Mountain so bring your Wyoming State Parks pass a
tional Parks pass if you have them.

Bring lunch and water, and a spotting scope if you have one, besides your
oculars. Be prepared for changeable weather. Contact Jane Dod)@2®hoto: Red-
head, USFWS

April 10 - Pine Bluffs Natural Area Walk

Leave the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens parking lot at 8 a.m. for imdel@rive
eastond880 to Pine Bluffs. Wedll turn off
to look for turkeys and forest birds.

Dress for the weather and level ground, and steeper trails if you choose. Pa
l unch and water iif you |ike or have |

Contact Art Anderson, 638286.Photo: www.pinebluffs.org.

April 24 - Soapstone Prairie Natural Area Hike
Leave the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens parking lot at 9 a.m. to drive south t¢
trails at Ft. Collinsé natural area |
Bob Henry, our April guest speaker, will first lead us on a 1/2 mile round tri
walk on a concrete trail to the overlook of the famous Lindenmeier paleological site

Wy o n

City (;f Fort Collins 7,
which we will hike a 3mile dirt trail loop to look for wildlife and enjoy the scenery and SWSIOWEF@IPIE k
Bobds information. %\NATURAL

Dress for changes in the weather (cold and wind), bring water and lunch.
dogs are allowed at Soapstone, neither on the trails nor in parked cars.
Contact: Mark Gorges, 639463.www.fcgov.com/naturalareas

May 8 - Cheyenne Greenway Annual Adopt-a-Spot Cleanup

9 a.m.- noon, beginning at the parking area where Laramie Street stops on the east side of Dry Creek. To get there, take L
colnway (Hwy 30) east to the second left turn beyond the Pershing Blvd. intersection which is Van Buren. Then take ae immedia
left on Laramie Street. Cheyennkligh Plains Audubon Society is an Adep&pot vol-
unteer organization for this section of the Cheyenne Greenway.

Wear old clothes, sturdy or waterproof boots and work gloves. If you have ol
bring a rake for pulling trash out of the creek. We will provide trash bags.
www.cheyennecity.org

ater

HEYENNE
CNWaYy

May 14, 15 and 16 - Cheyenne Big Day Bird Count Weekend

The tradition T An expert birder  Saturday, 6 a.m. or 8 a.m. i Find birders at Cheyenne Bo-

will choose a Big Day date and sedanic Gardens parking lot ~ Stay with us as long as you like.
how many species he can count iniird with us at Lions Park, the Hereford Ranch, and pack your
particular area or state. lunch for a picnic at the High Plains Grasslands Research Station.
Local tradition i Here in Chey-  Saturday, midnight to midnight i Birding on your own

enne our tradition is to go out one Count any bird species you see during this time on your own in
day at the height of spring migra- the Cheyenne area within a 7.5 mile radius of the State Capitol
tion and our fit dagldny. i s anyone of

any ability who wants to bird with Sunday, 4 p.m. i Tally Bring your list to Perkins Restaurant,

us for however long they can stay.1730 Dell Range Blvd.

Call Mark Gorges for more info, Reporting - If you will not be joining us on Sunday, please make
634-0463. sure Greg Johnson gets your bird list by phone; B85, or

Friday, 5-7 p.m. T Potluck at Li- gjohnson@wesinc.comby Sunday afternoon. It would be nice
ons Parkdés Chi |l dr e nBoirg youdrifodod a goéave il irmosngholagicaiorder. You can print out the Cheyenne
contribution and your dinnerware. Bird Checklist from our Web sitéattp://org.lonetree.com/
auduboror get a copy Friday evening or Saturday morning.
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By Chuck Seniawski, AW Board Chairman and CHPAS memipdsinning by mapping landscape scale habitat selection within
different seasons for saggouse (nesting, brood rearing, and

Audubon Wyoming has made great strides in the politiintering habitat). Ultimately this will be used to refine the

cal theater, bringing the dangers facing the sagebrush ecosystéyoming Governors Core Areas to incorporating all seasonal

to attention of state, regional and national governmental and rabitats.

governmental agencies. Underlying the political success has been  Effects of Ecological Site Descriptions on Sage-

the work of lessheralded staff at Audubon Wyoming's State Ofyrouse Nest Success and Occurrence.

fice. Senior Ecologist Kevin Dougherty, Phlias been the lead Partners NRCS and Wyoming Game & Fish Departriéatic-

person doing the hard work of developing and analyzing the dagasful this research could form a common language between

upon which the politicatiecisions are based. wildlife and rangeland ecologists, help guide conservation efforts
| don't want your eyes to water too much when you refad sagegrouse, and begin a new line of research questions and

the following executive summaries of some of the work he is opportunities. This also follows up on the completed and submit-

doing, but I think it is important that you understand ted research looking at the effects of grass height ongagse

thatAudubon Wyoming's work is technical in nature, as well asest survival. Kevin will evaluate the role of ecological niches,

political. Here are just a couple of things that Kevin is involvedased upon ecological site descriptions as a means of predicting

in. sagegrouse survival and occurrence. This work will be highly
Merging Abundance and Habitat Occurrence Mod-  publishable in Rangeland Ecology or similar journal and will

els to Design a Conservation Network for Greater Sage- give us a direct tie to the Natural Resources Conservation Service

grouse throughout all of Wyoming. (NRCS) who works with private landowners within the sagebrush

Partners United States Geological Survey (USGS); funding panstem.

nership with United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), The key thing to remember is that all of Kevin's work is

Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Wyoming Game and Fiskubmitted for peer review, a very important concétis work is
Department (WGFD), and Industryhis work complements the closely scrutinized by others in his field of study and veri-
sagegrouse core area research and will result in a frameworkfied. His writings arenot just empty proclamations. This kind of
better manage saggouse populations by merging abundance attention to detail and croshiecking is what makes Audubon
based models with occurrence based resource selection habitstyoming's efforts successful at all levels of the political spec-
models. This will quantitatively guide landscape conservatiortrum.

Governoros Sage Grouse | mplementation Tea

CHEYENNE, Wyo.l Go v . Freudent hal 6si SagbhabBirbaseol mpkadent hal said.

mentation Team will meet March 10 from 8:30 a:-r.p.m. at AThe | mplementation Team has:c

the Laramie County Library to discuss how to move forward fautting Wyoming in a position to safeguard both our economy

lowing an anticipated federal finding March 5. The publicmayand t he grouses®6 habitat. I | oc

attend. how to continue meeting those twin goals once we know whether
The federal Fish and Wildlife Service must publishaddé-he f eder al government will | i s

cision on whether to list the sage grouse under the Endangered The group, created in 2008, is responsible for developing

_ Species Act by  and coordinating sage grouse conservation efforts with the ulti-

then. Gov. Freu- mate aim of preventing the need to list the species under the En-
denthal hopesthedanger ed Species Act. The Teamg
agency decides of Executive Order2068, whi ch | aid out t h
against a listing  Area strategy. See the executive orddrtit://wyld.state.wy.us/

but is preparing to uhtbin/hyperiorimage/WSGOV-EO-200802.pdf.

move forward Besides a review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
whatever the out- announcement, the group will also discuss ongoing mapping ef-
| come. forts, which evaluate sage grouse core habitat areas in Wyoming,
i Wh i | and Wwill review state and federal management guidelines within
am not terribly ~ these habitats.
| crazy about the The Team has recently added representatives from county
4| sage grouse, | amgovernments, the Wyoming Department of Environmental Qual-
committed to ity, and the mining industry. The original group includes stake-

: 8 maintaining Wyo- holders from agriculture, conservation organizations, oil and gas,
imi ng 6s e woitdlifecantyland management agencies.

and the viability 6 Pr ess rel ease from the Governoa
of this species andwww.governor.wy.gov
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How BLM rates scenery: mountains win ovel

By Barb Gorges tivities (foot trails, etc.) may be seen but cannot attract attention;

Our February guest speaker, Gary LongClass llI- Partially retain characterchanges not dominant; and
retired outdoor recreation planner for the Bureau®©lass 1V- Major modification- activities are the major focus (oil
Land Management, explained how the agency inand gas fields).
ventories the scenic value of landscapes on the Oil field facilities can be painted so they blend in with
public land it manages. Mandated by the Federathe vegetation in Class IV. In the case of the Oregon Trail, the
Land Policy Act of 1976, BLM must manageforpl acement of nearby wells can
multiple uses including natural scenic values.  views.

Scenic quality is rated by landforms (the rougher the The Visual Resource Management System takes into
country, the more valuable), vegetation, color, water, influencaafount what the public thinks when comments are taken on
adjacent scenery (think Tetons in the background), scarcity apdoposed Resource Management Plans for each of the 10 field
cultural modifications. The ratings determine class: Class | offices in Wyoming. Checkttp://www.blm.gov/wyfor more

Preserve limited management; Class-IRetain characterac- i nf or mat i on. Look for APl annir

Meditation on pine beetles: Is there life after tree death? Opinion

By Barb Gorges between Cheyenne and Laramie, along my favorite Pole Moun-
For anyone who doesndt r ¢ trdilsakndwing thaesoan & ilt be unsafe togoam thereafore |

through the forests of south central Wyoming and north centra whi | e . But | donodt feel t he s

Col orado, the photos of pi n édgbpelemanaultueoren\yest ofd draonie and have névarn u a
CheyenneHigh Plains Audubon Society meeting might have yearned for a cabin in that dense forest.
been a shock. Especially the photos of grown trees blown down Having, on quests for elk, tramped through the endless
like straws and campgrounds denuded by the removal of hazandnotony of tree trunks as far as the eye can see, with no under-
ous trees. brush, no bird song, only squirrel chatter and the occasional break
Many of the 75 people in the audience, however, judgifigr a birdy, sprucdined creek and beaver pond, or rocky out-
by their questions and comments, have mountain propertyandar@ ppi ng wi th a view of soarir
in the midst of the battlefield. Having driven endless miles of roads lined with future
The largest mountain landowner, the U.S. Forest Servitaephone poles right down to the shoulder, wondering when a
was represented by the evenidegdswspeéaker n§t ewue Car mepgt d
of renewable resources for the Medicine BBawtt National change.

Forest. One irate audience member demanded to know why the A connoisseur of cloud formations and sunsets, | look
Forest Service hadndét headedorlwias depiodeimist asf bpeméemgi upst
The simple explanation is that pine beetles are alwaysabins and structures that come into view are picturesque.

with us but were at a high point in their cycle when drought was There may be a lack of shade, but the forecast is that the
weakening trees of an age b sunnyklaes wil pradiice Iots cd grads andeshrubs, evematspen, s
freeze any beetles dead following the initial outbreak in 1996 before the pines shade them out again, not unlike a clearcut or
west of Denver. It created, as Steve said, a perfect storm. Ladkah. Just exactly which wildlife species will disappear and
funding hasndt hel ped ei t he whichwill appreciate the change is ripe for research by a genera-
Even with limitless funds, one cannot spray everypinet i on or two of grad students.

tree in the forest or change the climate quickly. Yellowstone fires?
One can only clean up the mess, clearing dead treesbe- The di fference is that the

fore they fall across roads, trails, power lines and campgrounesi t h t he epi demi c. For a few n
and before they begin to burn. No one seems to want the deaof beetles will fly to new treesmisl u mmer , wher e t |
tree® the price of timber is still too low to reopen more than ormv under the bark and lay eggs that hatch into larva that eat the
of the local sawmills. Some are being turned into pellets for p¢llete e s 6 cambi um | ayer , girdling
stoves and there is talk of building a plant that uses wood to gen-with the red needles showing the following summer as the
erate electricity. next generation of adults flies off.

Lodgepole pine is the main tree being killed. The stands The year the new beetles c

we are used to seeing on the Medicine Bow are 80 to 150 yednso and lay eggs will be the year their population plummets.
old, the regrowth after initial logging. Most of us in the audiendkyou want to see how our forest will soon look, visit central
will not be around to see this second regrowth reach maturity Colorado. Visit the web siteww.fs.fed.us/r2/barbeetle

In fact, many people looked old enough to have been rec-  Losing the forest we know and love is like losing our old
reating on the forest over 50 years (30 forme) and maynothd og, t he one whose body | anguas
around in 1615 years when the trees are finished falling over @&ven have to ask to be let outside. The new forest will be as dy-
are no longer hazardous except as fuel in wildfires. Even themamic as a puppy, full of surprises and excitement, anxious to
stroll off the trail will entail climbing over the deadfall. grow.

Downed trees may, happily, slow illegal -oéfad driv- This article was first published in the Wyoming Tribune

ing. Eagle Jan. 31, 2010.

It tears at my heart to see ponderosa pines turning red
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i i 1 13 Audubon Award judging, LCSD#1, 8 a.m., Storey Gym.
Wlth RIChard Gllbert 16 PROGRAM Richard Gil bert, #fFCottdnwoochg [t hr

Room, Laramie Co. Library. Mark Gorges, 63463

23 BOARD MEETING: Call John Cornelison, 638075.

27 FIELD TRIP: Grayrocks Ft. Laramie, leave 7:30 a.m., Cheyenne Botanic
Gardens parking lot, Lions Park. All day. Mark Gorges,-6383.

April

10 FIELD TRIP: Pine Bluffs Natural Area, leave Cheyenne Botanic Gardens
parking lot 8 a.m., Art Anderson, 63286.

20 PROGRAM:Bob Henr vy, AA Naturalistés Ljpok
p.m. Cottonwood Rm., Laramie Co. Library, Mark Gorges,-6383.

24 FIELD TRIP: Soapstone Prairie Natural Area, Colo., leave Cheyenne Botan
Gardens parking lot 9 a.m., Mark Gorges, -62463.

o

May

8 GREENWAY CLEANUP 9 a.m.- noon, Dry Creek north of Hwy 30, Mark
7/ p.m., Mar. 16, Gorges, 630463.

14 BIG DAY BIRD COUNT POTLUCK 57 p . m. , Lions Par|k, (
Laramie Co Library classroom. Mark Gorges, 634163.

15 BIG DAY BIRD COUNT: Begin 6 a.m. or 8 a.m., Cheyenne Botanic Gardens
parking lot, Lions Park. Mark Gorges, 68463.

16 BIG DAY BIRD COUNT TALLY: 4 p.m., Perkins Restaurant, 1730 Dell
Range Blvd., Mark Gorges, 63463.




